UP  HATHERLEY  PARISH  COUNCIL

Cheltenham, Gloucestershire


Up Hatherley Parish Council: Minutes of Parish Council Meeting, held at the Village Hall, Cold Pool Lane, Up Hatherley, on Tuesday 7th March 2017, at 7.30 pm.
793 Members Present

Chairman Cllr. S. Fowler, P. Worsley, G. Cassell, D. Banyard, D. Willcox, R. Whyborn, A. Bamford, C. Mason, D. Young, J. Ward, and R. Johnes.  Also in Attendance: Clerk Kathryn Oakey, and 3 Parishioners.
794 Apologies for absence 
Cllr. S. Bamford and N. Holden 
795 Declaration of Members’ Interests

None.
796 Submissions from Members of the Public
A parishioner asked what was happening with the Farm Shop, and Cllr Worsley reported that the lease was coming to an end and had not been renewed.  The car wash would remain, and the farm owners would decide the fate of the rest of the site.

A parishioner asked about progress on the two points he had raised at the last meeting:
· Coombe Glen Road water forming due to poor repair work.  Cllr Mason replied that he had spoken to Gloucestershire CC and they were looking into it.  He would chase a response and liaise with the parishioner.  The parishioner was told to contact his county councillor, Simon Wheeler, as the repairs had been carried out using highways local funding, and he would have the detail behind the works.
· The tree roots were causing a hazard by the Caernarvon Court shops.  The Chairman reported that as this was private property there was a limited amount we could do.  An update had been requested from Cheltenham BC, who had the enforcement powers.  It was the Tree Officer at the borough council that had recommended removal of the tree.

797 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 3rd January 2017
Cllr Worsley proposed and Cllr Mason seconded that the minutes be approved.  The Chairman signed the minutes and initialled the pages.
798 Matters Arising from Approved Minutes 
Paragraph 792 regarding need for a parish plan has been discussed; however, there was a difference of opinion.  It was agreed therefore that the matter should be kept under review. 
799 Community Governance Review

The proposed Community Governance Review was discussed as a result of Pittville residents seeking a parish council.  There was concern expressed as Leckhampton with Warden Hill were proposing to include parts of Hatherley in their response.  It was agreed that we should submit our original proposal carried out a number of years ago, which was up to the A46, and across the whole of Windermere Road, and covering the M&G site.  Cllr A. Bamford would compile a draft and send it to the Chairman.
800 Police and Community Safety update
The Chairman thanked Cllr Young for representing the Parish Council in Police and Community matters, and for his contribution to date.  Cllr Young presented his report which is attached as Annex A.  It was agreed that Cllr Whyborn would attend the Police meeting led by Martin Surl and feedback on the questions they had submitted.  Cllr Young reported that he could get more information on crime statistics and could go back further if they wished.  Generally there was no trend over the past few years with numbers going up and down.  Anti-social behaviour did continue to be the main crime in the area, but with a very diverse range of crimes.  Cllr Young had tried to get information on the outcome of crimes and of the 323 incidents.  124 were not progressed, 40 were under investigation, 4 had been dealt with by the police, 7 resulting in court action, 6 being charged, and 1 resulting in compensation.

The Chairman asked whether there was anything that the Parish Council should be doing.  However Cllr Young reported that crime in the area was low so there would never be a high police presence in the parish.  Police were reactive whereas the purpose of their role was one of crime prevention, but without a visible police presence crime prevention was difficult.  Cllr Young also reported that the Chief Constable was being replaced by the deputy acting for a year.  That laid open the possibility of an amalgamation with another force sometime in the future.

801 Correspondence

There was one piece of correspondence from Cotswold hospital radio requesting a funding contribution.
Working Group Reports 

802 Development Control   
PW’s report is shown below:
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Joint Core Strategy: A letter had been received regarding the proposed modifications consultation which ran until the 10th April.  The modifications were as a result of additional sites needing to be found in Tewkesbury due to changes to the MoD Ashchurch site and the reduction in housing in Leckhampton.  The Chairman felt that there was nothing to comment on at this stage.

Local Plan: The Cheltenham BC local plan was out for consultation, but there was little included around Up Hatherley.  The only point of note was whether the three green spaces sites in Up Hatherley were identified, and to do that they needed to select option 8a.  It was recommended that we did a proper letter responding on the point to ensure that the three identified sites were included.  The deadline was the 20th March.  Cllr Whyborn would circulate a draft response.
803 Management of Open Spaces
Litter Picking: the leader of the Health walks had offered the services of the group to do a bit of litter picking.  It was agreed that Cllr Mason would check whether he still had the equipment from the youth council, and Cllr A. Bamford would check whether they had any historic parish council equipment.
Cllr Johnes suggested that a specific litter pick event might be a good idea for hot spots of litter, and Cllr Young reported that the parish survey had highlighted litter as a problem.

Footpath Survey: Cllr Willcox reported that this was now complete and no unregistered footpaths identified.  There were five paths that were in use, three of which they may want to register.  Cllr Willcox would speak to Cllr Wheeler on how we should go about doing that.

Pocket Park: Cllr Whyborn presented two proposals, one was a basic design and the second a reworked more expensive option, shown in Annex B.  Costs ranged from £2,000 to £10,000.  It was suggested that the point of the exercise was to prevent parking, so realistically they needed a minimal option, but not bollards.  Any enhancements could be done at a later date.  Cllr Whyborn would liaise with Cheltenham BC.
804 Highways Group Report
Cllr Mason presented his report which is attached at Annex C.  A letter had been received about the removal of shrubs on the Sunnyfield Lane/Cold Pool Lane roundabout.  Raising the trees and replacing the shrubs with grass would increase visibility.  The Chairman would respond to the letter.  
Boundary Stone: Cllr Young reported that he had registered a historical record with the archaeology department and the Milestone Society.  The best solution was to mould and replace, but the cost was likely to be high, and there had been limited interest in an advert that went out for volunteers.  It was suggested that they obtained a formal quote, and Cllr Worsley would send across details of a local stone mason.  
805 Finance 
· Accounts for Payment listed below were approved:
[image: image2.emf]Cheque No. £ Detail Payee

1126 30.00donation  UHPCC

1127 200.00shed works A Jones

1128 107.25Refund S Bamford

Direct Payment £ Detail Payee

10/12/2017 18.60window cleaning hi lo

10/12/2017 202.163 months refund and utilities k oakey

19/12/2017 78.00Boiler service day wellington

19/12/2017 432.00VH gates merbro

29/12/2017 125.00VH mgt Dec c oakey

29/12/2017 265.20Salary Dec k oakey

29/12/2017 144.00Cleaning mrs reay

31/12/2017 119.60Tax hmrc

20/01/2017 18.60window cleaning hi lo

30/01/2017 125.00VH mgt Jan c oakey

30/01/2017 265.20Salary Jan k oakey


806 Recreation & Culture

Cllr Worsley reported that he was chasing six unpaid adverts from the Parish Record.  
Examination of the Parish Survey report was be deferred to the next meeting as there was still work to be done analysing the data.  The Chairman thanked Cllrs Whyborn and Young for their work on the survey.  The results would need to be fed into the GRCC report on Parish Plans.

807 Social & Community
Nothing to report.
808 Other Business

Cllr Banyard reported that he had been staggered by the amount of work that members did on behalf of the parish.  He did note, however, that there had been an article in the February edition of the Parish Church magazine by the Chairman that contained inappropriate words concerning Grovefield Way, and asked whether they were the view of the parish council or a personal view of the Chairman.  In future that should be made clear.  Cllr Worsley noted that he reviewed all the articles, but on this occasion the offending words had not been picked up.  However, Cllr Banyard should be aware that the Council had over a long period expressed strong views about any development in the green belt and in this area.
809 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be the Annual Parish Meeting on 11th April, with the next parish council meeting being the AGM on 2nd May.

……………………………………………………..  2 May 2017
Chairman
List of Annexes:

Annex ‘A’   Police and Community Safety update

Annex ‘B’   Pocket Park

Annex 'C'    Highways Group Report
Annex A

Police & Community Safety Report 7 March 2017

A. Launch Event

Martin Surl is holding an event for the launch of the police and crime plan on the evening of 30th March, He is trying to up the profile with local Councils and Chris Brierley (Deputy Commissioner) is tasked with supporting the P&TC sector.  

We were asked to respond with our key issues and we responded with:

1. 
How and when you intend to increase/replace, Local Policing - PCSOs and PCs?

2. 
What is your intention in regard to revitalizing Neighbourhood Watch and the Police response to information provided – critical if the scheme is to be successful?

3. 
Since regular visits to our meetings from PCSOs/ PCs ceased, we have maintained Police and Community Safety as an agenda item. Our issue is how difficult it is to populate that item with good information. How can you improve this?

4. 
Burglary is on the increase in Cheltenham. What measures are being taken to counter this?

B. Neighbourhood Watch

Had a meeting with Bob Lloyd the NW Coordinator for Gloucestershire.

1.  BL will contact all the Up Hatherley NW Coordinators and ask them if we can contact them. I have had one reply so far from a Geoff Bland - Wimborne Close Scheme.  He is happy to meet up with us to help. BL is expecting other positive responses.

2. BL is planning to try and refresh all the existing schemes. If new signs are needed will UHPC pay for them - £10 each (maybe a discount for volume)?

3. BL can issue regular Neighbourhood Watch updates to UHPC – Do we want nominated Councillors or to the Clerk?

4. BL happy to attend a Parish Council Meeting in the future to brief/update us.

5. Also happy to come to an open meeting at the Village Hall to promote NW, if we can organise attendance of interested parties.  May need another mailer for this? We had 41 People reply positively in the Survey to consider joining NW - unfortunately we have very few names!  We could also include a personalised NW pack to try and generate more interest?

6. Both the Police and the Police & Crime Commissioner say they are placing more focus on Neighbourhood Watch. Most likely due to the lack of local policing!  Indeed a Coordinator for Cheltenham & Tewkesbury is being recruited.  Interestingly also found out that Stroud actually employ 7 NW Wardens!

C. Crime Statistics
Around 50% of all reported incidents are Anti-Social Behaviour. In the document I emailed out last month regarding this, Anti-Social Behaviour covers many varying types of “behaviour”. I am trying to find out from the Police how we can have the Statistics broken down by type for the Parish, but am not hopeful as the central records state “Detailed Case time lines and Status are not provided for Anti-Social Behaviour”! 


Crime stats for December 2016 & the complete year are attached as are detailed comparisons with 2015 and Numbers by Month 2012-2016.  More detailed Comparisons for 2012-2014 will be provided for the next meeting.

D. Crimestoppers.

I understand that Crimestoppers will attend the C5 Meeting in April.  I attended an Ambassadors Event for Stroud District in February and have now been invited to attend the Stroud Parish Joint Cluster Group at the end of May.

Cllr David Young

[image: image3.emf]2016 2015

Crime type Total % Total %

Anti-social behaviour 143 44% 131 41%

Bicycle theft 10 3% 4 1%

Burglary 24 7% 49 15%

Criminal damage and arson 22 7% 23 7%

Drugs 3 1% 1 0%

Other crime 0 0% 0 0%

Other theft 35 11% 34 11%

Possession of weapons 0 0% 1 0%

Public order 3 1% 4 1%

Robbery 0 0% 0 0%

Shoplifting 23 7% 10 3%

Theft from the person 3 1% 3 1%

Vehicle crime 36 11% 30 9%

Violence and sexual offences 21 7% 32 10%

TOTALS 323 100% 322 100%

Crime Statistics 2016 & 2015 for Up Hatherley


Annex B
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Annex C
Annex ‘C’   Highways Group Report

Minutes of UHPC Highways Group 28th February 2017:

Pavements Top 5

1. Kingscote Road West & East – replace broken slabs with tarmac. Works ordered.

2. Kingscote Close – replace broken slabs

3. Hatherley Lane (left side from Hatherley Road roundabout) – patch

4. Caernarvon Road – patch

5. Wards Rd – patch

Pavements 2 – 5 in next financial year

Others identified as requiring repairs

1. Hatherley Rd (Coney Gree to Hatherley Lane mini-roundabout) replace broken slabs

2. Footpath from Long Mynd Ave to Caernarvon Rd

Roads

1. Wards Rd – this Financial year

2. Sunnyfield Lane – Patch this year, dress next financial year

3. Hollis Rd – patch next financial year

4. Entrances to Morrisons – plane and patch

5. Caernarvon Rd major work identified for some time in the distant future.

Heron Cl/Hatherley Rd junction.  Drain block/broken causing discharge from Paragon (legal discharge no suggestion of anything else) to rise up and breaking up road surface.  Severn Trent has been working in the area.  Problem seems to be resolved.

Pot holes – mild winter does not appear to a major problem.

General Cheltenham wide RTO

Items already suggested for Up Hatherley

1. Wards Rd/Hatherley Rd junction change yellow lines from single to double.

2. Windermere Rd/Thirlmere Rd junction add double yellow lines

3. Windermere Rd/Coniston Rd junction add double yellow lines (not strictly in Parish)

Up Hatherley Cycle/Footpath

Scheme has been commissioned and should be delivered next financial year.  It will run from Cold Pool Lane to Morrisons, and probably be shared with segregated lanes.

VAS

Rob from GCC apologises as posts still not ordered.  He is pushing for completion before April (do not state year).

Cold Pool Roundabout

A resident from M&G houses has written to UHPC asking that shrubs not be removed.  We discussed the issues again but feel that shrubs should be removed to improve sight across roundabout from and to Sunnyfield Lane and Hatherley Rd.  Discussion item for UHPC.

20 MPH speed limit

CBC sending out/on-line (not sure at time of writing) questionnaire.

Alma Rd Traffic Calming.

Unlikely to go ahead as majority of residents do not want it.  However not dead and buried.

Proposal 1





Proposal 2
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