ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2019

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for Up Hatherley, held at the Village Hall, Cold Pool Lane, Up Hatherley, on Tuesday 2nd  April 2019
Present:
Chairman of the Council, Councillor A. Bamford
In attendance:  K. Oakey – to record minutes, Councillors P. Worsley, R. Johnes, R. Whyborn, D. Willcox; S. Bamford, A. Ponting, J. Furley, A. Houlton  and D. Young, and three parishioners 
1. Apologies: Cllrs. J. Wells, B. Willcox, N. Holden and S. Fowler 
2. Welcome and Chairman’s Report
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting and informed everyone present that the format for the meeting was slightly different to the normal parish council meeting, and although an agenda has been produced he urged all those present to raise other issues of concern  Firstly however, he recorded his thanks to those councillors who stepped in recently to cover his absence, in particular Cllr S. Bamford, Fowler and Worsley.  In addition, he recorded his thanks to the Clerk and to all councillors for the significant progress that has been made over the year. 
The highlight in the council’s calendar is the Summer Gardens Competition, which has gone from strength to strength and is now an extremely popular event, and we are lucky to have the support of Manor by the Lake and the Mayor.

There have been three successful public meetings this year, on neighbourhood watch with over 70 in attendance, crime prevention with Martin Surl the Police Commissioner, and a bike marking event that turned out to be the biggest event in Gloucestershire. More events are planned for 2019/20.

Regarding other areas we now have a good relationship with the local highways officer and meet regularly.  The VAS is also working well.  Our Footpaths and Open Spaces Group have been progressing the adoption of a new footpath within the parish. Progress also seems to be being made at the M&G site, and it is understood that an agreement has been signed by Tewkesbury BC and a local football club.  Unfortunately, there is no evidence of any work commencing at the site as yet.
The Record was again successful, and the Council is looking at developing more regular communication with the parish.  Several councillors are working on improving the website, and there has been a recent installation of a screen and projector at the hall, with a new sound system being installed over Easter making meetings more interactive.

Finally, the boundary review.  In 1993 a major boundary review took place and within that document Badgeworth and Shurdington were recommended as being included within Cheltenham BC.  Unfortunately, that did not happen and instead the rural areas of Up Hatherley were removed into those parishes.  In 2018 an opportunity arose to address these anomalies and the parish council acted on this, making a submission to the Borough Council.  Sadly Hastag, an action group, objected despite not having any remit to object.  Despite meeting with them and gaining assurance from them that they would not object to correcting the location of the M&G site, they did in fact object on all counts and Cheltenham BC decided that it would not proceed as a result.  The M&G site, being within Badgeworth, has meant that Badgeworth and not Up Hatherley benefited to the tune of £100,000 from s31 monies despite the fact that the residents from the M&G site use no facilities within Badgewoth. 

On the positive side, the review did open negotiations with Shurdington PC re the Chargrove Nature Reserve, and a site meeting and plan of action has taken place and been agreed.    
3. Crime and Disorder
Cllr Young presented his report:

Neighbourhood Watch

Following on from our success in promoting NWH in the Parish, Bob Lloyd succeeded in getting a short article published in the National Neighbourhood Watch newsletter.   A meeting was held in February to start planning our next NHW Public event. 
· Date for the Public Meeting was originally set for 10 April, but this has had to be postponed. Currently waiting for a new date when the Village Hall is free. 
· The Original Newsletter has been updated. Details will also go on the website and Twitter Feed once a new date is agreed.  Posters will also be placed in all local shops, Doctors surgeries and schools and  Greatfield Park & Lakeside School Newsletters will include details.  The Newsletter will be delivered to the whole of Parish using a private delivery company.

It is hoped that a senior police presence will be at the event.

Bicycle Marking Event 6th January 2019

103 bikes were marked and this was the most successfully attended event held.  It has been confirmed that they are happy to repeat the event annually.  Interestingly Up Hatherley has very low recorded bike thefts!

Crime & Statistics 

Anti-social behaviour continues to be the largest area of crime in the Parish.   Crime stats for 2018 - 2014-2017 are shown in Appendix A to these minutes and include then new wards. Statistically the new wards have added around 25% to the reported incidents.  Also included is a comparison for 2018 with the rest of Cheltenham.  2019 figures are now yet available.

A couple of warnings, if you've recently submitted a tax return, don’t be caught out by bogus HMRC contacts claiming you're owed a tax rebate.  Also a newly reported incident is attaching a plastic bag inside the letter box to stop letters falling to the floor so they can be recovered. The criminals had fraudulently applied for Credit Cards in the Householders name!

4. Finance
The Council continues to have healthy finances.  Income from hiring out the village hall has increased during the year, and the hall continues to be very popular.  

On the payments side, a scheme of installation at the hall for the projector and sound system is nearing completion (recorded under Village Hall Expenses).  This was part grant funded.  
The Pocket Park on Wards Road is also nearing completion, and expenses have been paid on this. The grant income will not be received until next financial year completion (recorded under Recreation and Culture).
Pollarding of the willow trees on the Greens took place this year, with spend being recorded under maintenance.

The outturn position is shown below with exceptional items split out.  The Chairman informed all present that the parish council would be happy to consider other areas of spend particularly as currently the parish council does not have the spend restrictions that are imposed on the borough and county councils.  There are some reserves, also shown below, however the general fund now stands at just over £47k, so we do need to consider what to do with these funds.
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£ £

Expenditure

Running the Council 10,650        8,577        

Maintenance 3,659         649           

Including Exceptional Items

Tree Pollarding 2,900         -            

Recreation & Culture 10,835        4,424        

Including Exceptional Items

Pocket Park 9,341         -            

Loan Repayments 1,707         1,769        

Village Hall Expenses 11,722        6,153        

Including Exceptional Items

Screen and Projector 2,587         -            

Sound System 2,632         -            

Summer Gardens Competition 1,155         834           

Other (VAT to reclaim) 3,576         759           

Total 43,305        23,165       

Income

Village Hall 12,488        9,991        

Record 453            440           

Interest 137            12             

Precept 25,150        21,505       

Other 4,098         2,359        

Total 42,325        34,307       

Surplus  / Deficit for the Year 979 -           11,142       

Retained Surplus b/f 100,742      89,601       

Retained Surplus c/f 99,763        100,742     
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Transfers

2019

Sensory Space

5,000 5,000

Open Spaces       

15,000 -6172 8,828

Election Reserve          

18,500 18,500

Hall Repairs Reserve   

20,000 20,000

General Fund     

42,243 5192 47,435

100,743 99,763


5. Highways Group Report
Cllr Whyborn presented his report confirming the following successes in the parish:

· Cutting back shrubbery on Cold Pool Lane

· Re-surfacing by Morrisons

· Canaervon Road repairs

· Re-surfacing Hatherley Road near Heron Close
· Fixing of broken drain on Up Hatherley Way.

· Hatherley Road pavement worst parts resurfaced.
· Cleared drain blockages on Sunnyfield roundabout.

· Completion of Pocket Park

· Mobile VAS location extended to Hatherley Road, with over 4,000 hits recorded by Heron Close. 
Items still outstanding include:

· Patching of worst areas of Broad Oak Way carriageway, 
· Large puddle spanning new cycleway towards Sunnyfield roundabout.
· Cycleway Up Hatherley Way - better lane markings and reduced number of bicycle markings on the carriageway. 

 

· Redefine lane marking (i.e. 2 lanes) on the approach to Cold Pool Lane / Sunnyfield roundabout from Hatherley Road.
· Patching Long Mynd Avenue carriageway.
Following a walk around the parish the following footpath priorities have been agreed:
· Long Mynd to Canaervon Road

· Kingscote Road West

· Back roads Broad Oak Way

· Combe Glen to Long Mynd

· Evens on Camarthan Road

· Patching Long Mynd

· Patching Canaervon Road.

No major works are needed on the carriageways, however the slip road by Coney Gree is to be resurfaced.  A design study has also taken place for Canaervon Road to take out the humps and replace with a more suitable alternative.  A speed limit scheme has also been tabled for the parish and wider area, and the county council are taking this forward to include consideration of air quality, safety and public support.  
6. Social and Community
Cllr S. Bamford informed the meeting that the purpose of the group was to continue doing the things that we are proud of, but to also respond to the results of the survey that was done, in particular to add additional events into the parish calendar.   
The Summer Gardens competition had the highest recorded number of childrens entries this year.  The planning for 2019 will start this month, and a new category, Park Homes has been added with a sponsor identified.

Carol singing was once again a success, and this year we were able to reduce waste by requesting people bring their own cups for the drinks as well as having recyclable ones available for those that didn’t.  The tree was also decorated this year, and better lights were installed.  It is hoped that this can continue next year, and it was suggested that a children’s best decoration competition is launched.   Over £400 was collected for the Salvation Army, and it was suggested that a collection box be put with the drinks to encourage people to contribute instead of paying, as many people expect to have to pay.
The boundary walk will be on Saturday 11th May with teas in the village hall following the walk.  

A further event is being considered, such as a fun day, however details are unclear at present.  Other suggestions for further events include a film night in the hall now that the screen and projector have been installed.
The Under One Roof project run by the Church is putting together the post war history of the Parish, so all contributions to this would be welcomed and it is a good way of engaging with the older people in the community.  

A casserole club is also being explored, and a garden befriending service was also suggested.  This is where people make food for others in the community or assist in doing their garden.  It was suggested that we liaise with the Meals On Wheels Service.  It was pointed out that when we had the Youth Council they did assist with a few gardens.  

There was no further business and the Chairman reminded those present that there were still two vacancies on the Parish Council.  The meeting closed at 8.45pm.

Signed…………………………………………………. Chairman, 7th May 2019
Appendix A: crime statistics
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Hatherley

Crime type  Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

Anti-social behaviour 9 9 15 19 22 15 13 12 7 12 4 7 144 36.64%

Bicycle theft 1 0 3 2 3 0 0 1 0 1 1 0 12 3.05%

Burglary 6 1 1 2 3 5 4 2 5 5 2 2 38 9.67%

Criminal damage and arson 2 1 4 4 0 1 2 3 3 3 2 6 31 7.89%

Drugs 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 0.76%

Other crime 0 0 3 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 2 9 2.29%

Other theft 5 5 4 3 3 3 6 3 1 0 7 0 40 10.18%

Possession of weapons 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 0.76%

Public order 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 0 4 1.02%

Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.25%

Shoplifting 2 0 0 3 1 3 1 0 0 0 0 1 11 2.80%

Theft from the person 0 2 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 0.76%

Vehicle crime 2 4 1 10 3 5 2 2 1 1 7 3 41 10.43%

Violence and sexual offences 2 2 2 6 7 9 6 6 1 1 6 5 53 13.49%

TOTALS Up Hatherley 29 24 33 53 44 42 38 30 19 25 30 26 393 100.00%

Crime type for Jan - Dec 2018

Up Hatherley Benhall Cheltenham TownLeckhampton Tivoli Prestbury Totals % Up Hatherley

Anti-social behaviour

144 169 1324 135 286 128 1637 8.80%

Bicycle theft

12 22 156 14 31 3 190 6.32%

Burglary

38 66 129 92 63 45 233 16.31%

Criminal damage and arson

31 52 201 45 43 30 284 10.92%

Drugs

3 8 42 6 8 11 53 5.66%

Other crime

9 5 21 2 1 3 35 25.71%

Other theft

40 49 305 19 46 30 394 10.15%

Possession of weapons

3 3 8 2 0 0 14 21.43%

Public order

4 12 117 5 20 8 133 3.01%

Robbery

1 1 29 0 6 2 31 3.23%

Shoplifting

11 31 413 6 22 6 455 2.42%

Theft from the person

3 5 74 1 5 9 82 3.66%

Vehicle crime

41 66 76 108 70 58 183 22.40%

Violence and sexual offences

53 99 638 57 82 77 790 6.71%

TOTALS 

393 588 3533 492 683 410 4514 8.71%

Up Hatherley by Year 2018 2017 2016 2015

Anti-social behaviour 144 153 143 131

Bicycle theft 12 8 10 4

Burglary 38 29 24 49

Criminal damage and arson 31 20 22 23

Drugs 3 5 3 1

Other crime 9 6 0 0

Other theft 40 35 35 34

Possession of weapons 3 0 0 1

Public order 4 3 3 4

Robbery 1 1 0 0

Shoplifting 11 9 23 10

Theft from the person 3 1 3 3

Vehicle crime 41 61 36 30

Violence and sexual offences 53 32 21 32

TOTALS 393 363 323 322
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