
Up Hatherley Parish Council: Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting, held at the Village Hall, Cold Pool Lane, Up Hatherley, on Tuesday 5th September 2017, at 7.30 pm.
850 Members Present

Chairman: A. Bamford; Cllr. S. Fowler, P. Worsley, D. Banyard, R. Whyborn, G. Cassell, S. Bamford, D. Young, D. Willcox and R. Johnes (arrived during group reports).  
Also in Attendance: Clerk Kathryn Oakey and 5 parishioners.  

851 Welcome
The Chairman welcomed all those present to the meeting. 

852 Apologies for absence 
Cllr. C. Mason, N. Holden 
853 Declaration of Members’ Interests

None.
854 Co-option of New Member
The Council has had one expression of interest; however, it was not taken any further.  As elections will be taking place in May 2018 unless someone comes forward the position will remain vacant.

855 Submissions from Members of the Public
A parishioner asked what the purpose of the parish council is as he is not getting any resolution to his problem with flooding on Coombe Glen Lane.  The Chairman informed the meeting that the parish council was a statutory body, and part of the role was as a forum for handling questions from parishioners on concerns in the parish, and passing these on to the appropriate borough or county council.  It was confirmed that the Clerk had officially written to Rob Vale at the county council about the flooding. Whilst Mr Vale has not yet formally responded to the Council he has spoken directly to the parishioner, and has agreed to visit the site when it next rains heavily.  
There is a  general issue with lines of communication between the Parish Council and the Borough and County Council. The Chairman is liaising with Council officers to try to resolve this.  It was noted  that there has  been significant reductions in the numbers of staff at both the borough and county level, and it was concluded that this is having a knock-on impact on the speed with which problems are resolved.

It was noted that there had been a good write up in the Echo tonight regarding the change to the Chairman of the Parish Council.  
A member of the public stated that David Hall had kept politics out of the Parish Council The parishioner asked why therefore had he received a letter from the Liberal Democrats signed by Andrew McKinlay, Member of Up Hatherley.  He asked who this was and where he sat on the Parish Council.  The parishioner was informed that Andrew McKinlay is not a member of the Parish Council, however he is a borough councillor who represents the Liberal Democrats.  The parishioner asked who Simon Wheeler was and where he sat on the Parish Council.  Again, he was informed that Simon Wheeler is a county council so does not sit on the parish council.  He represents Up Hatherley from a County Council point of view, so would be the appropriate person to contact for concerns about the flooding in Coombe Glen Lane.  

A parishioner asked what was happening with the tree roots at Caernarvon Court, however the chairman informed him that this will be discussed later.

A parishioner asked if it would be appropriate for a representative from the County Council come to a meeting to discuss the flooding issues.  Cllr Whyborn confirmed that officers will attend to address specific issues, however they are not keen to attend public meetings.  It was concluded that County Council representatives would be asked to attend the next meeting..

A parishioner noted that they had completed a bus survey recently about a change to the D bus route, but that subsequently  the route had changed to exclude Long Mynd Avenue anyway.  He asked who had issued this survey, and why concerns of residents in Long Mynd had not been considered.  Parish councillors were not aware of a survey; however, the D service is a private for profit service so there is little that can be done to influence the route.  We were consulted in 2016 but nothing since then.  Cllr Whyborn informed the meeting that the K route, which is subsidised, has been changed from 14th August to cover Long Mynd, so this should address the problem.

856 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th July 2017

The minutes were signed and the following matters arising were discussed:

Paragraph 837: Rob Vale has been formally contacted re the issues of flooding in Coombe Glen Lane.
Paragraph 838: 
· Enforcement at the Borough Council have issued a notice to the owner of Caernarvon Court.  Work is apparently planned for 11th September.
· There has been no further progress re the adoption of the footpath from Cheriton Close, however Cllr Willcox will be getting a survey into the parish record.

· Rob Vale is looking at the traffic order re the 30mph sign on the Cold Pool Lane roundabout.  It is hoped that the sign can be moved under the existing order to site it further up the road.
Paragraph 839: There is no further update on a new Cheltenham School.
Paragraph 822: Cllr Whyborn informed the meeting that the submission had been made re the pocket park.  

Paragraph 842: It was queried why the VAS could not be mounted on fixed poles, and the reason for this is that they are supposed to be mobile units.  The poles remain undelivered.
Paragraph 848: The community governance review survey has gone out.  Cllr Worsley thanks the Chairman for all his efforts on this, and for distributing most of the leaflets.
857 Correspondence

All members will have received a letter from Mr Broad.  It was agreed that the Chairman will draft a response and circulate to all for agreement, rather than individual responses being made.  It was noted that the comments about Sunnyfield Lane are not well founded as there are approximately 120 households in Sunnyfield Lane as opposed to  60 in Wards Road.

Working Group Reports 

858 Development Control   
PW’s report is shown below:
	NO
	ADDRESS
	RESPONSE
	VIEWED
	DISP'D

	01283
	7 Caernarvon Ct
	N/O
	
	online

	01135
	20A Fernleigh Cres
	N/O criteria
	
	online

	01561
	27 Ullswater Rd
	N/O criteria 
	
	online

	01611
	32 Denbigh Rd
	N/O criteria
	
	online

	01698
	31 Holmer Cres
	N/O criteria
	
	online


There was nothing specific to mention on these applications, however a porch in Timperley Way has been queried as no planning application had been submitted.  This is being followed up by the Borough Council.  
Emails have been received re the Grovefield Way applications, however the  planning officers are still reviewing and have not come to any conclusion.  The issue is that no retail permission was granted, and the concern is that this could pave the way for a ribbon development right into Up Hatherley.  It was agreed that we should continue to oppose this development.
859 Management of Open Spaces
Cllr Whyborn informed the meeting that the Community Pride Fund has awarded the council £3,170, for the Pocket Park and we are awaiting the decision from the Tesco application.  Several residents closest to the park have expressed concern about groups gathering, however most residents are happy.  The work will enhance an unsightly area; however, it was agreed that the plans will be reviewed to see if the concerns can be addressed.
860 Highways Report
Cllr Mason was not present, but had provided an update that the Chairman briefly went through:

Due to the County Council Officers annual leave the Highways Group’s last meeting was cancelled.  Nonetheless the Officer did provide a brief update on the issues relating to Up Hatherley.

· Hinged posts for VAS have been ordered.  

· Works in Wards Rd and Kingscote Road East that were on our priority list have been completed.

· Sunnyfield Lane has been resurfaced but this was not on the Parish Council’s priority list.  On investigating the matter, our County Councillor used his highways local monies to part fund this work. 

· The Hatherley Road Laundry issue has been resolved and the road will be repaired later in the year.

· At the request of our County Councillor a pedestrian barrier will be installed on the pavement by 43 Broad Oak Way and Caernarvon Rd.

· Cold Pool Rd roundabout.  It has been agreed that the trees’ crowns will be lifted, shrubs removed and replaced by turf.  This work is likely to take place in the next financial year.

· The matter of provisional drivers using roads in the parish will be considered at the next meeting of the Highways Group.  However, from an initial investigation it would appear that if the drivers are being correctly supervised there is little that a parish council can do.

· The GCC officer has spoken to the parishioner about the issues of water collecting on the road outside his house.  He will visit the site when following a heavy rainfall. 

Cllr Whyborn reported that the work to repair the pavements in Kingscote Road East has been successful, however there is also a pavement in Kingscote Road West that needs repairing.  This will be raised with Rob Vale.

There are safety concerns on the corner of the Poplars following another accident.  This will be passed to Cllr Mason, together with a concern that the roundabout by Morrisons is unsafe for pedestrians to cross as cars do not see to signal when turning left.
861 Finance 
· Accounts for Payment listed below were approved:
[image: image1.emf]Direct Payment £ Detail Payee

30/06/2017 266.67Salary K Oakey Salary June

30/06/2017 125.00Wages C Oakey Wages June

05/07/2017 150.00Summer Gardens Nibbles Manor bt lake

19/07/2017 133.20Tax HMRC

20/07/2017 468.09Summer Gardens Refund m holden

28/07/2017 266.67Salary k oakey salary july

28/07/2017 125.00Wages C Oakey Wages July

03/08/2017 5.00Summer Gardens Refund m holden

03/08/2017 141.30Cleaning Mrs Reay Cleaning

09/08/2017 41.00Website E Lawrence refund


· The External Audit report was received.  It was noted that this will be the last audit carried out by Grant Thornton and we will have a new auditor appointed foe the current financial year.  The external auditor has signed off the accounts, with only one point being raised relating to the high value of general reservices, and recommending that they are reduced.
862 Recreation & Culture

It was noted that the garden competition had been a huge success.
There have been issues with the new management of the newsagents, and Cllr Worsley informed the meeting that he had sent a thank you card to the retiring manager.  Requests for articles for the Record will be sent shortly with a deadline of end of October.  

863 Crime and Community Safety Update

· Neighbourhood Watch

Further meetings of the Police Liaison & Community Safety Group have taken place. One of the meetings was also attended by Bob Lloyd the NW Coordinator for Gloucestershire.  Bob is going to analyse the crime figures within the Parish to see if these are reduced for streets that have active NW schemes in place.  The group will then produce a one-page document to distribute to all households in Up Hatherley. 
This will include:

· Summary crime statistics for the Parish.

· Analyse from Bob’s work if it shows that NW Watch in the Parish does reduce crime in those areas.

· Comments on NW by a senior police officer in Gloucestershire

· Date for holding a NW meeting in the Village Hall – Hold NW Watch Meeting at Parish Village Hall. Likely date Tuesday 21st November at 6.30pm?  Bob Lloyd would attend with Simon Bailey the new NW Coordinator for Cheltenham.   Police attendance is hoped and Police Sergeant Simon Ellis will be invited.

· Ask for replies re likely attendance at the meeting / commitment to joining a NW scheme in the Parish.

· We will also ask if they wish to join a Parish Info Network based on Parishioners Email addresses.

The aim is to deliver to all houses in Parish by Friday 20 October 17.   It is also intended to approach Morrisons to see if they will sponsor the event, and it is hoped that all parish councillors will attend.

 

· Crime Statistics
Anti-social behaviour continues to be the largest area of crime in the Parish.   Cllr Young has had a meeting with our two new PCSO’s – Julia Mounsor & Emily Roberts.  They are assigned to Hatherley/Reddings/Benhall & Warden Hill so therefore thinly spread.

[image: image2.emf]Crime Statistics Up Hatherley   June 2017

Approximate location

No of 

Crimes

On or near Hatherley Road 3

On or near Windemere Rd 1 Anti Social Behaviour   

On or near Montgomery Road  1 Shoplifting - Under Investigation

On or near Coombe Glen Lane 1 Anti Social Behaviour

On or near Radnor Rd 1 Anti Social Behaviour   

On or near Broad Oak Way 1  Vehicle Crime - No suspect Identified

On or near Welwyn Mews 1 Violence/Sex Offence  - unable to prosecute

On or near Hulbert Crescent 1 Anti Social Behaviour

On or near Flint Rd 1 Anti Social Behaviour

On or near Fernleigh Crescent 1 Anti Social Behaviour

On or near Cold Pool lane 2 Violence/Sex Offence (1)  - unable to prosecute, Anti Social Behaviour (1)

on or near Sunnyfield Lane 1 Burglary - No Suspect Identified  

On or near Thirlmere Road 2

On or near Ullswater Road 1 Anti Social Behaviour

On or near Meadow Lane 1 Anti Social Behaviour

On or near Meadow Close 1 Anti Social Behaviour

On or near Glenlea Grove 2 Anti Social Behaviour (1), Burglary (1)- No suspect Identified

22 Total of 2 Under Investigation

Crime type by Month 2017

Jan

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Total

Anti-social behaviour 15 15 11 9 15 12 77 43.02%

Bicycle theft 1 0 0 1 2 0 4 2.23%

Burglary 3 3 0 4 2 2 14 7.82%

Criminal damage and arson 2 2 4 1 1 2 12 6.70%

Drugs 0 2 0 1 0 3 1.68%

Other crime 0 0 3 1 0 0 4 2.23%

Other theft 4 1 0 0 1 1 7 3.91%

Possession of weapons 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

Public order 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

Shoplifting 0 0 0 0 5 1 6 3.35%

Theft from the person 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0.56%

Vehicle crime 1 13 9 8 3 1 35 19.55%

Violence and sexual offences 1 1 8 3 0 3 16 8.94%

TOTALS Up Hatherley 27 37 35 28 30 22 179 100.00%

TOTALS for Benhall 87 99 78 114 101 74 553

Criminal Damage & Arson (1)- unable to prosecute, Other Theft (1)- 

unable to prosecute, Violence/Sex Offence (1) - Under Investigation

Criminal Damage & Arson (1)- No Suspect Identified, Anti Social Behavior 

(1)  


Up Hatherley Is light on crime, however there have been recent instances of anti-social behaviour at Caernarvon Court and the Park.  Police presence is to be increase at Caernarvon Court, and the offenders in the park were apprehended.
864 Village Hall

Nothing to report, other than the playgroup start back this week and a new Pilates class is stating Wednesday.
865 Social & Community
Cllr S. Bamford reported that the Gardens competition was very successful with many new and diverse entries.  The presentation evening was very successful, and plans are already being made for the 2018 competition.  Judging may occur slightly earlier next year following feedback, otherwise the format will be the same.  There is some wine and juice left over, which will be used for the carol service at Christmas.

Beating of the Bounds will be advertised in the Record, and the hall will be booked well in advance so that coffee can be served after the walk.

The Chairman suggested that the kitchen at the hall be used during parish council meetings, and the feasibility of this will be considered.

The website was discussed, and it was agreed that it needs to be revamped.  Cllr Johnes has experience of a template system bespoke to parish councils, however the domain name would need to be transferred.  The domain name will be considered to see how we purchased it.  Cllr Johns will circulate a leaflet, and a working group will be set up consisting of Cllr A Bamford, Cllr N Holden, Cllr R Johns and the Clerk.  All agreed.
The Chairman informed the meeting that he now has set up a list of articles for the church magazine.  He will circulate the list together with who has been allocated, and what month their articles will be needed.

866 Other Business

Cllr Worsley noted that there were problems with litter and other waste in Sunnyfield Lane, and Environment Health need to become involved.  It was suggested he ring Sarah Clarke at the borough council.
867 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be 7th November.

……………………………………………………..  7 November 2017
Chairman
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7th November 2017

