Up Hatherley Parish Council: Minutes of a Parish Council Meeting, held at the Village Hall, Cold Pool Lane, Up Hatherley, on Tuesday 2nd January 2018, at 7.30 pm.

884 Members Present

Chairman: A. Bamford; Cllr. P. Worsley, C. Mason, R. Whyborn, S. Bamford, D. Young, G. Cassell, D. Willcox, J. Wells and R. Johnes  

Also in Attendance: Clerk Kathryn Oakey and 5 parishioners.  

885 Welcome

The Chairman welcomed all those present to the meeting and wished them a happy new year. 

886 Apologies for absence 
Cllrs. N. Holden, D. Banyard and S Fowler
887 Declaration of Members’ Interests

None.
888 Submissions from Members of the Public

A parishioner asked why there was no representative from Gloucestershire Highways as suggested at the last meeting.  The Chairman informed the meeting that the Parish Council Highways Working Group has managed to arrange a meeting with representatives of GCC Highways  team for the 8th January, and at this meeting the currently problematic lines of communication will be reviewed, and if appropriate an invitation will be made for a representative to attend a future meeting.
889 Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 7th November 2017

The minutes were proposed by Cllr Young and seconded by Cllr. Mason.  The Chairman signed and initialled the pages.  The following matters arising were discussed:
Paragraph 873: Meeting of working group scheduled to progress highways matters.
Paragraph 874:  A suggested location for a new school has been announced. It is proposed to site this off Kidnappers Lane.  Cllr Whyborn informed the meeting that this will be included in the Cheltenham Borough local plan and the need for improvements to highways infrastructure in the area will be highlighted.
Paragraph 875: No update on the Redcliffe application.
Paragraph 878: The Chairman and Cllr Whyborn have looked at the trees planted on Long Mynd and Fernleigh Greens to consider what maintenance work might be required. They are to have a further on-site meeting with Chris Chavaase the borough council tree officer to get his professional view. They will report back to the next meeting.  All present were happy with this approach.
Working Group Reports 

890 Development Control   
PW’s report is shown below:
	NO
	ADDRESS
	RESPONSE
	VIEWED
	DISP'D

	02143
	341 Hatherley Road
	N/O criteria
	
	online

	02444
	7 Redthorne Way
	N/O criteria
	
	online


341 Hatherley Road was a large extension, we raised no objection providing all the neighbours were happy.
It was noted that the further development on the BMW site had been turned down.  It was also note that there were problems with reduced spaces at the park and ride due to GCHQ and BMW staff parking.  A review is underway by the county council.
891 Communication Strategy

A list of what contact information each councillor wants in the public domain has been produced and was circulated at the meeting.  The question was raised about how we now reach the wider parish, and a debate took place around social media, the website and emails.  It was agreed that the focus of any social media would be the parish council and not individuals, and it was suggested that we start by using Twitter.  Cllr Whyborn informed the meeting that this was a forum used by the borough council and all journalists were on Twitter, however a question was raised over how to manage the account to ensure that replies are monitored.  Cllr Johnes agreed to move an account forward in the parish council name and maintain it.
The Chairman reported that following the delivery of the Record he has had positive feedback, more so than the one page article that goes in the Church magazine.  Cllr Whyborn noted that the Next Door blog was also available for residents, and paper through doors was always a good way of getting an important message out.

892 Boundary Review Update

There were concerns raised by Cheltenham Borough Council that the Park ward section of the new part of Up Hatherley would need separate polling stations, which could prove expensive, however it was concluded that as this was an exercise in local democracy it overrode the election office concerns and it was noted that 78% of those who responded from this area wanted to be in the parish. A leaflet produced by the borough council will be sent out notifying residents, and once this has happened we can deliver copies of the Record and an information leaflet that the Chairman will write.  There may be a need for more copies of the Record to be printed, Any associated extra costs were agreed unanimously.  

An email has been received today from the borough council concerning naming the wards, and it was agreed that all would email the Chairman with suggestions.  This will result in three new councillors for the parish council.
893 Management of Open Spaces
Pocket Park

Cllr Whyborn informed the meeting that the funding was in limbo as we wait on the Tesco decision.  In the meantime, he and Cllr Young had attended a session at Lakeside, and the children were very keen to contribute.
Public Rights of Way (PRoW)
An insert went into the Record and some responses have been received.  All were encouraged to fill one in and pass on to others that know the footpath.  Cllr Willcox is also looking at the ownership issues, in particular the land opposite Morrisons.
894 Highways Report
Cllr Mason tabled his written report.  
· Some progress has been made with regard to re-establishing contact with GCC.   A meeting between the UHPC Highways Group and, Bob Skillern (Rob’s manager) and Rob Vale is scheduled for 8th January.  The aims of this meeting will also include confirmation of which priorities will be delivered this financial year and establish next year’s top 5 priorities.  Cllr Mason will circulate minutes of this meeting to Parish Council as soon as practicable.  

· Shrubs for Cold Pool roundabout have been removed and visibility is vastly improved.  We now need to establish what is to be done regarding grass seeding and/or planting.

· The VAS is up and running.  There is a question mark of the condition of one of the battery packs and this was discussed further at the meeting.  It was agreed that this would be taken for testing.  It was also agreed that we purchase another bracket at £50:00.

· CBC 20 MPH consultation has closed.  Headline figure 66% (approx. in favour).  Councillors have been copied in on the emails following to and from Members.  This now has to be considered by GCC.  Talk is of implementing a scheme similar to those in Bristol and Plymouth, with 20 MPH signs only and no speed bumps or chicanes.  Evidence shows a reduction of 1 MPH to average speed following implementation.  It is suggested that the adoption of 20 MPH is more to do with changing attitudes to excess speed in built up areas.  Evidence to date would suggest that after 3 years from implementation the target in Bristol is still a long way off.  There are few incidents of accidents involving pedestrians and cyclists in Cheltenham where the driver was travelling within the speed limited.  Although thankfully still low in number most incidents involve speeding drivers.  Accordingly, the question of whether these drivers will change their habits has to be asked.
Cllrs Mason, Young and Whyborn have also made a site visit to the junction of the Poplars following a suggestion of improvement being made to the cycle path.

895 Finance 

· Accounts for Payment listed below were approved:
[image: image1.emf]Cheque No. £ Detail Payee

1137 56.00stamps P Worsley

1138 150.00donation Hastag

1139 1,857.60defribillator Primary care trust

1140 5.30refund P Worsley

Direct Payment £ Detail Payee

30-Oct 266.67Salary Oct K Oakey 

30-Oct 125.00Wages Oct C Oakey 

11-Nov 95.60Cleaning Mrs Reay 

13-Nov 57.00Window Cleaning Hi lo

13-Nov 12.50PATA PATA

24-Nov 134.19Water Rates Water Plus

24-Nov 96.30Refund n holden

29-Nov 125.00wages nov c oakey 

29-Nov 266.67salary nov k oakey 

30-Jan 284.00color co color co

01-Dec 912.00color co color co

01-Dec 876.75PWLB PWLB

05-Dec 191.26Hall supplies bunzl

10-Dec 130.00stationery royal mail royal mail

10-Dec 241.11expenses and refund Oct to dec K Oakey


· Precept
[image: image2.emf]Expenditure Item

Revenue

Maintenance Incl Trees 1,100

Admin.(incl Clerk's Expenses) 1,200

Village Hall Manager 1,500

Insurance 1,000

Clerk Salary  6,000

PWLB 1,900

Audit 400

Donations and Subscriptions 2,000

Recreation & Culture 3,300

Contingencies 2,100

Totals 20,500

Village Hall:

Window Cleaning 200

ndr 1,100

water 500

gas 1,000

elect 1,000

cleaning 700

Village Hall general  3,000

Total Spend 28,000

Income

Village Hall (5,000)

Precept (23,000)

Total (28,000)

Buddget 

2018/19


Discussions took place around the precept particularly with the proposed boundary change.  It was noted that the decision would need to be delayed until the borough council meet later this month, however we can set a figure in principle.  It was agreed that we would keep the precept the same, particularly as the grant that we used to receive from the borough council had now come to an end.  With the new area, this will result in a slight reduction in the payment for individual households.
Following the last meeting comments had been made about the level of reserves and it was suggested that these need to be spent, possibly to address some of the issues raised in the parish survey around play equipment provision.  It was suggested we talk to the schools, and this will be taken forward by Cllr Young.  A suggestion was made that the hall could do with some upgrading, and it was agreed that the Village Hall working group would liaise.
896 Recreation & Culture

It was confirmed that the Parish Voice still existed in some form in the Echo, however Cllr Worsley’s column had ceased.  
The Carol singing was a success with over 250 people attending.  It was agreed that Cllr Mason will look into a more permanent electrical supply.  A new loud hailer will be sorted for next year.  A donation will be made as usual to the Salvation Army and PCC, also it was noted that Cllr Holden had managed to get a good discount, and donations from both Waitrose and Sainsbury’s.  The Clerk had written to both shops to pass on our thanks.  
Cllr Worsley thanked everyone for their support with the Record.  There was a suggestion that areas needed to be realigned, and it was agreed that the current list is left off the new website whilst this is reviewed.

897 Crime and Community Safety Update

· Neighbourhood Watch

Cllrs Bamford, Young and Johnes met with Bob Lloyd & Simon Bailey from Neighbourhood Watch on 6 December. It was agreed that the following will form the content for the Newsletter/questionnaire:

· Short comment from the Chairman on how the parish council fully support the Neighbourhood Watch Scheme and would encourage Residents to join an existing scheme or create a new one.

· Show the crime stats for the Parish, and would also discuss setting up a parish Information network using email addresses so the Council can inform of important news within the Parish. 

· A personalised Comment to Up Hatherley Residents by The Chief Constable (& Police & Crime Commissioner) explaining why Neighbourhood Watch is so important.

· A comment from Bob &/or Simon reemphasising the importance of NW and explaining that the incidence of Crime is proven to reduce where GOOD NW Schemes exist.

· Comment from a Coordinator of a successful NW Scheme within the Parish

· Details of the Neighbourhood Watch Meeting to be held in the Village Hall and who would be attending to help answer questions.  The hall is booked for 18:45 on Wednesday 28 March 2018 and it is hoped that the Local Police Sergeant &/or PCSO’s will attend. 

· The bottom section would be a return questionnaire:

· Personal details:

· Name, Address, Tel No, Email Address.

· Attending meeting in Village Hall Yes/No

· Already in a NW Scheme? Yes/No. If yes which one? Who is coordinator?

· Wish to join a NW scheme within the Parish Yes/No

· Prepared to be NW Coordinator  for a NW scheme Yes/No

· Wish to join the Parish Information Network Yes/No

· Crime & Statistics 

Simon Ellson who has been our Local Sergeant for some years has now been transferred to another role.

Anti-social behaviour continues to be the largest area of crime in the Parish.  Crime stats for November 2017 & by month YTD are below:
[image: image3.emf]Crime type by Month 2017

Jan

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Total

Anti-social behaviour 15 15 11 9 15 12 21 12 14 11 7 142 42.39%

Bicycle theft 1 0 0 1 2 0 0 2 1 1 0 8 2.39%

Burglary 3 3 0 4 2 2 2 3 3 3 1 26 7.76%

Criminal damage and arson 2 2 4 1 1 2 3 0 1 1 2 19 5.67%

Drugs 0 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0 4 1.19%

Other crime 0 0 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 4 1.19%

Other theft 4 1 0 0 1 1 7 4 5 6 3 32 9.55%

Possession of weapons 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0.00%

Public order 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 1 3 0.90%

Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 0.30%

Shoplifting 0 0 0 0 5 1 1 0 0 2 0 9 2.69%

Theft from the person 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0.30%

Vehicle crime 1 13 9 8 3 1 3 1 6 6 6 57 17.01%

Violence and sexual offences 1 1 8 3 0 3 4 1 2 3 3 29 8.66%

TOTALS Up Hatherley 27 37 35 28 30 22 42 24 32 35 23 335 100.00%

TOTALS for Benhall 87 99 78 114 101 74 57 54 70 71 46 553

Crime type for November 2017

Up Hatherley Benhall Cheltenham Town Totals % Up Hatherley % Benhall

Anti-social behaviour

7 23 123 153 4.58% 15.03%

Bicycle theft

0 2 16 18 0.00% 11.11%

Burglary

1 6 10 17 5.88% 35.29%

Criminal damage and arson

2 4 13 19 10.53% 21.05%

Drugs

0 2 5 7 0.00% 28.57%

Other crime

0 0 2 2 0.00% 0.00%

Other theft

3 6 29 38 7.89% 15.79%

Possession of weapons

0 0 2 2 0.00% 0.00%

Public order

1 1 6 8 12.50% 12.50%

Robbery

0 1 3 4 0.00% 25.00%

Shoplifting

0 5 19 24 0.00% 20.83%

Theft from the person

0 0 4 4 0.00% 0.00%

Vehicle crime

6 9 6 21 28.57% 42.86%

Violence and sexual offences

3 10 40 53 5.66% 18.87%

TOTALS 

23 69 278 370 6.22% 18.65%


898 Village Hall

Nothing to report. 
899 Social & Community
Discussions took place around litter bins and it was agreed that we install bins in Cheriton Park (litter), Sunnyfield Lane (Dog), and the Poplars (Dog).  The Chairman will follow up with the borough council, including emptying arrangements.
Website

Cllr Johnes reported that he needs more photos, and it was agreed that Dave Reynolds and Mary Nelson will be contacted to see if they had anything appropriate.  It was also suggested that Cllr Worsley’s column go on the website.
Defibrillator Training
The defibrillator has now arrived, and training is on Wednesday 14th February 7-9 in the hall for 12 people.  Let Cllr S Bamford know if you wish to attend, the Clerk will also email the list of main users so that they can be contacted to see if they wish to attend.
900 Next Meeting
The next meeting will be 6th March 2018.

901 Clerk Salary

Parishioners had left the meeting and the Clerk left the hall whilst a discussion took place on the Clerk’s salary.  This discussion was not minuted.
……………………………………………………..  6 March 2018
Chairman
7

6th March 2018

