ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2017

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting for Up Hatherley, held at the Village Hall, Cold Pool Lane, Up Hatherley, on Tuesday 11th April 2017
Present:
Chairman of the Council, Councillor S. Fowler
In attendance:  K. Oakey – to record minutes, Councillors P. Worsley, S. Bamford, C. Mason; D. Banyard; N. Holden, A. Bamford,  D. Young and G. Cassell 
1. Apologies: Cllrs. J. Ward, D. Willcox, R. Johnes, and R. Whyborn
2. Welcome and Chairman’s Report
The Chairman welcomed all to the meeting but expressed his disappointment that no parishioners were present.  The reports to be presented had been distributed and therefore are attached to the minutes.  In the absence of any parishioners a short discussion took place on the management contract for the Cold Pool Lane sports facility, which had been awarded to Lakeside FC.  The Chairman would invite their Chairman to the next meeting to hear their plans for the site.  There were still concerns that this had been designated a public open space, as this would make it difficult for any management committee to control.
The community survey had been successful with 154 responses and Cllr Young, A. Bamford and Whyborn were working to consolidate the results.  There would be a top 10 of issues, which look to be potholes, pavements, parking around Lakeside school, Caernarvon Court, speed bumps, dog mess, litter around Hillview, overhanging hedges, lack of community events and lack of sports facilities.  A condensed history of the parish had been produced as part of the process, and this was suitable for uploading to the website.  There was some discussion on a fun day for the parish to address the question of community events.  A walk around the old boundary on Rogation Day was suggested, and this would be brought to the next meeting.

There was no further business so the Chairman closed the meeting.
Signed………………………………………………….Chairman, 2nd May 2017
Attached reports;
Annex A
Crime and Disorder
Annex B
Finance

Annex C
Highways

Annex D
Development Control

Annex A
Crime and Disorder
A. Martin Surl held an event for the launch of the police and crime .He is trying to up the profile with the local Councils and Chris Brierley (Deputy Commissioner) is tasked with supporting the P&TC sector. 
Roger Whyborn attended on our behalf

B. Neighbourhood Watch

As local policing is sparse we decided to see whether reviving Neighbourhood Watch in the Parish could have some benefit to the local community. Had a meeting with Bob Lloyd the NW Coordinator for Gloucestershire. He is contacting all the known Up Hatherley NW Coordinators and asking them if we can contact them BL is planning to try and refresh all the existing schemes and is happy to attend a Parish Council Meeting in the future to brief us and assist with any plan we consider for helping promote in the Parish.
From the recent Survey we are aware of 32 people who are members of active schemes or schemes that appear to have lapsed.  We had 41 People reply positively in the Survey to consider joining NW - unfortunately we have very few names!  71 replied they would not join a scheme. Both the Police and the Police & Crime Commissioner have stated they are placing more focus on Neighbourhood Watch

C Crime Statistics
The Police consider Cheltenham to be a light crime town and Up Hatherley to be a light crime area. The statistics do seem to confirm that statement, though if you are a victim it is unlikely you will feel that way. Traditionally Up Hatherley is combined with Benhall for the purposes of Statistics. In January 2017 there were 116 reported incidents. Only 28 were in the Up Hatherley Parish  Consistently over 40% of all reported incidents are Anti-Social Behaviour. Anti-social behaviour covers a wide range of unacceptable activity that causes harm to an individual, to their community or to their environment. This could be an action by someone else that leaves you feeling alarmed, harassed or distressed. It also includes fear of crime or concern for public safety, public disorder or public nuisance. These include:

Nuisance, rowdy or inconsiderate neighbours
Vandalism, graffiti and fly-posting
Street drinking
Environmental damage including littering, dumping of rubbish and abandonment of cars
Prostitution related activity
Begging and vagrancy
Fireworks misuse
Inconsiderate or inappropriate use of vehicles

I am trying to find out from the Police how we can have the Statistics broken down by type for the Parish, but am not hopeful as the central records state “Detailed Case time lines and Status are not provided for Anti-Social Behaviour”! 
Crime stats for January 2017 are attached as are detailed comparisons with 2015 & 2014 
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Statistics by Month Up Hatherley 2012 - 2016

Crime type Total % Total % Total %

Anti-social behaviour 143 44% 131 41% 128 51%

2016 2015 2014 2013 2012

Bicycle theft 10 3% 4 1% 2 1% Jan 13 28 22 18 18

Burglary 24 7% 49 15% 28 11% Feb 20

28 24 14 18

Criminal damage and arson 22 7% 23 7% 25 10% Mar 18

40 32 23 26

Drugs 3 1% 1 0% 3 1% Apr 26

17 22 24 25

Other crime 0 0% 0 0% 2 1% May 24

27 24 38 35

Other theft 35 11% 34 11% 27 11% Jun 11

31 23 39 22

Possession of weapons 0 0% 1 0% 0 0% Jul 30

27 29 44 22

Public order 3 1% 4 1% 1 0% Aug 34

25 25 38 26

Robbery 0 0% 0 0% 1 0% Sep 32

35 21 38 20

Shoplifting 23 7% 10 3% 12 5% Oct 48

24 2 35 16

Theft from the person 3 1% 3 1% 0 0% Nov 39

18 25 18 29

Vehicle crime 36 11% 30 9% 26 5% Dec 28

22 31 23 25

Violence and sexual offences 21 7% 32 10% 25 5% Totals 323 322 280 352 282

TOTALS 323 100% 322 100% 280 100%

Crime Statistics Up Hatherley January 2017

Approximate location

No of 

Crimes

On or near Broad Oak Way  1 Criminal Damage & arson - No Suspect Identified

On or near Camarthen Rd 1 Vehicle Crime - NoSuspect Identified

On or near Caernarvon Road  6 Anti Social Behaviour (3)    Other Theft (2) - Investigation     Theft from Person(1) - Investigation     

On or near Calverley Mews 1 Anti Social Behaviour   

On or near Cold Pool Lane  1 Violence/Sex Offence - Investigation

On or near Fernleigh Crescent 1 Anti Social Behaviour   

On or near Glebe Farm Court  2 Anti Social Behaviour (1)   Burglary(1) - Investigation

On or near Hatherley Road  1 Criminal Damage & arson - No Suspect Identified

On or near Hollis Gardens  1 Burglary - Investigation

On or near Holmer Crescent  3 Anti Social Behaviour (2)    Other Theft (1) - Investigation

On or near The Greenings 4 Anti Social Behaviour   

On or near Kingscote Close 2 Anti Social Behaviour   

On or near Montgomery Road  1 Bicycle Theft - No Suspect Identified

On or near Wimborne Close 1 Burglary - No suspect identified

On or near Coombe Glen Lane 2 Anti Social Behaviour (1)    Other Theft (1) No Suspect Identified

28

Crime Stats for Benhall (84)



Annex B
Finance

[image: image2.emf]Expenditure Item Budget  Predicted

Revenue 2016/2017 Outturn

£ £

Maintenance Incl Trees

1,000 1,105 105

Admin.(incl Clerk's Expenses)

1,200 1,334 134

Village Hall Manager

1,500 1,500 0

Insurance

2,300 921 -1,379

Clerk Salary 

3,900 3,893 -7

PWLB

1,900 1,830 -70

Audit

400 320 -80

Donations and Subscriptions

1,800 2,383 583

Recreation & Culture

3,000 2,249 -751

Contingencies

2,000 0 -2,000

VAT to reclaim 0 630 630

Totals 19,000 16,165

-2,735

Village Hall:

Window Cleaning

200 78 -123

ndr

1,100 932 -168

water

500 284 -216

gas

1,500 859 -641

elect

1,000 500 -500

cleaning

700 788 88

Village Hall general 

3,000 1,825 -1,175

Total Spend 27,200 21,430

-4,383

Income

Village Hall

(4,000) (12,767) -8,767

Record

0 (600) -600

Interest

0 (10) -10

Precept (23,000)

(23,000) 0

VAT Reclaim

(200) (627) -427

Total (27,200) (37,004) -9,795

Variance



Annex C
Highways

During 2016 Rob Vale was appointed as the new Highways Area Officer by Gloucestershire County Council.  The Parish Council’s Highways group, which meet 4 times has been working Rob to address our top 5 priority roads and pavements.  During 2016 bollards have been installed on the grassed area opposite Lakeside School to help control inappropriate parking of cars during the school’s opening and closing times.  Repairs have been carried out on the Parish’s worst effected pavements though the expected resurfacing of Wards Rd (road and pavement) has been pushed back to the 2017/18 financial year and will now be “major patching”.  Repairs to the pavements in Kingscote Road, Hatherley Lane, Caernarvon Road and Carmarthen Road have also been included in 2017/18 funding round.  At the time of writing it had just been agreed to clear the shrubs on the Cold Pool Lane roundabout and thus improve visibility.  The roundabout will be laid to grass.  
We now have the mobile VAS that the Parish Council has agreed to manage.  However we are still awaiting the installation of the hinged post to which the VAS is secured.  The Parish Council was promised that the posts would be supplied by that end a January.  This job could be used to illustration of the constant frustration the Highways Group has to deal with.  Whilst works are agreed with the County’s officer the contract between the County Council and its contractor appears to be very inflexible.  Accordingly it would appear that relatively small jobs are always being pushed to the back of the list.
On a more positive note the feedback from residents is that the Council is responding quickly to requests to fill potholes.  If you see a pothole that requires attention please ring Gloucestershire Highways on 08000-514514.
The Parish, Borough and County are in discussions about the possibility of turning the large tarmac area at the junction of Hatherley Road and Wards Road into a “pocket park”.  If successful this will enhance the area and prevent motorists from parking their cars on the pavement, thus increasing the safety of pedestrians going to and from Lakeside School.
Chris Mason
Highways Group Leader

Annex D
Development Control

We supported several small planning applications during the year but bitterly regret permission was granted on appeal to reduce the size of the iconic and historic lake at Avenue Lodge, thus representing another slice of local social history consigned to the bin.
The new mapping website mentioned in the annual Parish Record has thrown up many interesting facts, including several previously lost ponds and tow previously unknown wells at a single house in Sunnyfield Lane.  It has also flagged up an anomaly regarding the railway loop at Hatherley junction by the Paragon Laundry, which was previously believed to have been constructed in the early 20th century.  The map however clearly shows a 19th century loop already abandoned which so far nobody has been able to explain.

The M&G development complex continues to look towards Up Hatherley as its focus rather than Badgeworth in whose parish boundary it still lies, something we hopped to address with both TBC and CBC.

We continue to monitor clandestine developers seeking to furtively build inside the green belt, and welcome news of any interlopers measuring up or seeking to destroy vegetation.

The M&G sports field is finally out to tender for a club to maintain it in good condition, and we reiterate our belief it should not be made available as a public open space where dog walkers, bikers etc can roam free.  They couldn't n the former M&G sports filed across the road, and we don't think they should be allowed to now.
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